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Typical plant factory set-up.

In their first article, MIKE NICHOLS and BRUCE CHRISTIE
profiled greenhouse production in Japan with an emerging
trend towards plant factories. In this article, the authors
expand on the innovative developments in Japanese plant
factories and the role they will play in the future.
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Right - Top to Bottom:
Tomato seedlings ready for transplanti
General view of a Japanese plant factory.
Basil seedlings.

Seedlings would appear to have the greatest merit for plant factories.

Lettuce plants are grown to maturity on polystyrene rafts.



Cosmo plant factories

Also in the year 2000, the Cosmo plant company opened the world's

first commercial plant factory growing plants using light e
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All their factories had a similar design - a normal height building
where seeds were raised into small plants in a germination and
2ks, the i

1 where plants g

NUrse n mMov

growth room ¢

two weeks later I nent was kept at

humidity at /

The future

The

cantingiih
continuity

anywhere on

Right - Top to Bottom:
Seedlings are grown in small plant factories.
Vegetable seedling plant propagation factory
Plant factory shelves are seven high, optimising space.
Lettuce harvesting occurs 45-46 days from sowing.
Plant factory lettuce ready for market




